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Built on wood

A new milestone in the history of timber construction: ZÜBLIN  
Timber completed SKAIO, the first and currently highest timber 
high-rise in Germany, in just fifteen months’ time.

Germany. Thirty-four metres high and ten floors tall – 
the SKAIO high-rise completed in March 2019 in 
Heilbronn is the highest timber building in Germany that 
has been built to date. SKAIO exceeds the 22 m height 
definition for class five buildings in Germany, which officially 
makes it the country’s first timber hybrid high-rise.

But this project was not just about building especially 
high. Completely new standards were also set in the 
area of sustainability. All materials used in the building 
can be dismantled and reused. This principle, according 
to which all raw materials can be recycled, is known as 
“cradle to cradle”. The spruce wood used in the project 
is PEFC-certified and comes mainly from German forests.

Technically speaking, SKAIO is a hybrid high-rise building. 
The different materials were optimally used depending 
on their suitability. The ground floor and the staircase are 
made of reinforced concrete, steel was used in part for 
the beams and consoles. The walls and the ceilings – 
the majority of the building – were made entirely of cross- 
laminated and glued-laminated timber.

The biggest advantage of timber construction compared 
to conventional construction is the possibility of pre-
fabrication, which significantly shortens the construction 
time. “The timber components were all prefabricated 
at the company’s own plant in Aichach, Germany,” says 
Markus Brandl, project manager at ZÜBLIN Timber, 
adding, “On site, these elements are mounted directly 
from the truck, so we were able to build each floor in 
just one week. An example of a successful partnership 
split between ZÜBLIN Heilbronn and ZÜBLIN Timber.”

Hybrid construction: at 34 m, the tallest timber high-rise 
ever built in Germany. A new benchmark in the area of 
sustainability, because all materials of the building can be 
dismantled and reused.

SKAIO

CONTACT:
Markus Brandl,  
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CONTRACT VALUE:

approx. € 15.5 million
PROJECT SCHEDULE: 

January 2018 – March 2019
(15 months)
HEIGHT: 

34 m
AMOUNT OF WOOD USED: 

1,600 m³

TIMBER – A POPULAR BUILDING MATERIAL

Current projects of ZÜBLIN Timber: In addition to SKAIO, ZÜBLIN 
is also building a new national park visitor centre in the German Black 
Forest: a multi-part building ensemble with a skywalk and 35 m tall 

viewing tower inclined at a 15-degree angle. Timber construction was 
also the method of choice for the conversion of the Gare Maritime  
in Brussels, formerly the largest freight yard in Europe. The project 
involves the construction of twelve four-storey buildings in full 
timber in just ten months.
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